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DISTRICT PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 

BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY# 2110 

Education is charged with the responsibility of offering an equal educational opportunity 
to every individual and developing the abilities of all individuals to their maximum 
potential. Intent must be tempered by an awareness of individual differences because of 
readiness, attitudes, abilities, behavior patterns and developmental growth in relation to 
the continuous learning process. Home-school preparation of the individual and 
continued parent cooperation and interest are essential throughout the school years. The 
philosophy of education must be a living, growing and interrelated one, which cannot be 
completed with finality. It must meet the challenge of a changing society in which there 
is a rapid expansion of knowledge. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

HOPATCONG BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY #9200 

The Board of Education believes that the education of children is a joint responsibility, 
one that it shares with the parents of the school community. To insure that the best 
interests of the child are served in this process, a strong program of communication 
between home and school must be maintained. To strengthen the link between the home and 
school, parents are encouraged to contact their child's teacher via note, telephone or email. 

Some important school phone numbers are listed below: 

School Office: Mr. Brian Bryne, Principal 
Mrs. Maureen O'Hare, Secretary to the Principal 

Nurse: Ms. Amanda McCarthy 
Attendance Line: 

Guidance: Mrs. Takacs 
Child Study Team: 
Cafeteria: (Machios) 
Fax Machine 
High School 

Middle School 
Durban Avenue 

ALPHA BEST (Before & After Care) 

Hopatcong Transportation Mgr. 
District Office 
District Voicemail 
Borough Hall 
Police Dept. 
Sussex Co. Library 
Hopatcong Post Office 

973-398-8806

973-398-8806

973-770-8897
973-770-8898

973-398-8806
973-770-8828
973-770-8848
973-398-0970
973-398-8803
973-398-8804
973-398-8805

973-739-4511

973-398-3583
973-398-8800
973-770-8900
973-770-1200
973-398-5000
973-770-1000
973-398-1046

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=2110&id=1c63af26bfb749f4a908bcceef12c99f
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=9200&id=1c63af26bfb749f4a908bcceef12c99f


















CONSEQUENCES FOR INFRACTIONS- Policy 5600

Consequences for inappropriate behavior have been divided into two categories. If a 
student is disruptive in the classroom and interferes with the ongoing educational 
activities, depending upon the severity of the incident and individual circumstances, the 
classroom teacher may implement the following progressive disciplinary procedures: 
1. The teacher will discuss the behavior with the child and develop corrective
strategies.
2. The teacher will issue a warning and advise the student of the desired
appropriate behavior.
3. The student will have a privilege rescinded.
4. The teacher will contact the parent.
5. The principal will be advised of any ongoing problem and implement
additional consequences.
If a student is disruptive in an area other than the classroom and is refe1Ted to the building
principal, the principal will adhere to the above procedure. If the behavior of the student
is severe and warrants immediate action, the student may:
1. Serve an in-school suspension (time-out)

2. Serve an after school detention
3. Serve an out of school suspension
If a student is required to serve a detention or out of school suspension, a letter
documenting the incident will be sent to the parents and a copy will be placed in the
child's cumulative file.

TOYS/ELECTRONICS 

Toys of any kind, including cards and electronic equipment,. must be kept at home. The 
following three-step plan has been implemented. 
1st Occu1Tence - teacher will take and return the item at the end of the day. 
2nd Occurrence - parent/guardian may pick up the item at the end of the day. 
3rd OccmTence - the item will be held in the office until the last day of school. 

BUS DISCIPLINE 

School bus safety is of utmost concern to all school officials. In addition to providing 
safe, well maintained buses operated by competent drivers, students must also behave 

accordingly. Disruptive students on a school bus can and do cause a very serious safety 
hazard. In order to protect all students, the school will be consistent in enforcing a rather 
strict policy on discipline. 
Bus misconduct, depending upon the nature of the incident, may result in a verbal 
reprimand, detention or suspension of bus riding privileges. Notification to parents 
depends on the nature of the incident. Parents will be responsible for providing 

transportation to and from school should their child be suspended from the bus. 
The following rules are to be followed at all times by all students: 

1. Only scheduled bus students are permitted to ride the bus.
2. AlTive at your bus stop at least TEN minutes before the bus is scheduled to aiTive.

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5600&id=1c63af26bfb749f4a908bcceef12c99f










FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS & PRIVACY ACT- FERPA 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR 
Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law 
applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. 
Depaitment of Education. FERPA gives parents ce1tain rights with respect to their 
children's education records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches 
the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the 
rights have transferred are "eligible students." Parents or eligible students have the right 
to inspect and review the student's education records maintained by the school. Schools 
are not required to provide copies of records unless, for reasons such as great distance, it 
is impossible for parents or eligible students to review the records. Schools may charge a 
fee for copies. Parents or eligible students have the right to request that a school conect 
records which they believe to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to 
amend the record, the parent or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing. 
After the hearing, if the school still decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible 
student has the right to place a statement with the record setting fo1th his or her view 
about the contested information. Generally, schools must have written permission from 
the parent or eligible student in order to release any information from a student's 
education record. 
However, FERPA allows schools to disclose those records, without consent, to the 
following patties or under the following conditions (34 CFR § 99.31 ): 
School officials with legitimate educational interest; 
Other schools to which a student is transferring; 
Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes; 
Appropriate patties in connection with financial aid to a student; 
Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school; 
Accrediting organizations; 
To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 
Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and 
State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific 
State law. 

Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, 
address, telephone number, date and place of bi1th, honors and awards, and dates of 
attendance. However, schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory 
information and allow parents and eligible students a reasonable amount of time to 
request that the school not disclose directory information about them. Schools must 
notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA. 

HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION AND BULLYING 

The Board of Education prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying (Policy 
5512). A safe and civil environment in school is necessary for pupils to learn and 
achieve high academic standards. Harassment, intimidation or bullying, like other 
disruptive or violent behaviors, is conduct that disrupts both a pupil's ability to learn and 
a school's ability to educate its pupils in a safe environment; and since pupils learn by 
example, school administrators, faculty, staff and volunteers should be commended for 

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5512&id=1c63af26bfb749f4a908bcceef12c99f







