
JUNIOR CONFERENCE

Navigating Your Plans 
After High School

The Hopatcong High School Guidance Office:
Mrs. Manisa (A-Ara, Re-Z)

Ms. Stein (Arn - Cab, L - Ra)
Mr. Valentine (Cal-K)
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Which Pathway is 
the Best for You?
❖ Trade/Technical School
❖ Military
❖ Two Year College
❖ Four Year College
❖ Employment

➢ Plan in advance!
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Admissions Timeline 
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Spring of Junior Year
● Register for SAT/ACT (if applicable) 
● Research and make a list of schools

Summer-Attend open houses and schedule campus visits
Fall of Senior Year
● Ask 2 teachers and a counselor for recommendation.  
● Organize a list of safe, target and reach schools with deadlines
● Write college essay- Essay Prompts
● Submit college applications through common application (if applicable) 
● File your FAFSA 

Winter/Spring of Senior Year 
● Research and apply for scholarships
● Decide which school you will be attending by May 1st

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts


FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS
❖ Check sites to apply for financial aid & scholarships:

➢ FAFSA- complete as soon as possible your Senior Year (graduation requirement)
➢ CSS Profile- this is a supplement to the FAFSA some colleges use 
➢ HESAA
➢ HHS Scholarships
➢ Fastweb
➢ RaiseMe

❖ The HHS Guidance Department will be distributing scholarships for local organizations in the 
Spring of your senior year

❖ All colleges have a Net Price Calculator to estimate cost of attendance
❖ Financial Aid Night & FAFSA Completion Night 

4

https://studentaid.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/?excmpid=vt-00231
https://www.hesaa.org/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.hopatcongschools.org/hs/p/guidance/scholarship
https://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.raise.me


❖ See Ms. Stein in the HHS Guidance Office to explore different 
branches of the military

❖ Meet with a military recruiter
❖ Take The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test
❖ Practice:

➢ ASVAB Career Exploration Program
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Military

https://www.asvabprogram.com/


Trade/Technical School
❖ Examples of trade careers:

➢ Electrician 
➢ HVAC
➢ Automotive
➢ Welding
➢ Carpentry

❖ Visit school campus(es) of interest- Lincoln Tech, SCCC, Morris Vo-Tech, 
Eastwick, Universal Technical Institute
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https://info.lincolntech-usa.com/campus/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&network=g&utm_campaign=&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=lincoln%20tech&click=sem&infinity=ict2~net~gaw~ar~582839199489~kw~lincoln%20tech~mt~e~cmp~~ag~&cq_cmp=26446177infinity=ict2~net~gaw~cmp~Brand+INFO+US+ENG+SPART~ag~Lincoln%20Tech+EXACT~ar~582839199489~kw~lincoln%20tech~mt~e&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Brand+INFO+US+ENG+SPART&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=lincoln%20tech&click=sem&infinity=ict2~net~gaw~cmp~Brand+INFO+US+ENG+SPART~ag~Lincoln%20Tech+EXACT~ar~582839199489~kw~lincoln%20tech~mt~e&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=26446177&gbraid=0AAAAAD67pOui7BomUA_KootbUmDRPgfWB&gclid=CjwKCAiA95fLBhBPEiwATXUsxFFuZCLMJ_gKg3guF_i21oxs2G9XmCXiK2ljLh1eJLouuz2Ks0Y-shoCRCwQAvD_BwE
https://www.sussex.edu/academics/degrees/technical-studies/
https://www.mcvts.org/mcvsd-programs
https://eastwick.edu/hohokus-school-of-trades/
https://www.uti.edu/start/geo/bloomfield/general?channel=paidsearch-brand&utm_term=universal%20tech%20institute&utm_content=140374676585&cb.device=c&ca.cr=761370626302&ca.mp=Google&ca.kw=universal%20tech%20institute&ca.network=g&ca.target=kwd-189750665&ca.mt=p&utm_campaign=CMP-01398-H0H7Q5&utm_medium=sem_brand_desktop&utm_source=google&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18263534574&gbraid=0AAAAAD-3FhEwaJKc59Gz5hw2-fi-AOebQ&gclid=CjwKCAiA95fLBhBPEiwATXUsxDb9ymJdeytDKVb31240juoaHHcCZSjc2EepCnN9OQe_pIHmVMmM1hoCBioQAvD_BwE


 Community College
❖ Talk to your school counselor if you qualify for the NJ Stars Program (top 15%) 
❖ Complete the SCCC free online application or the CCM online application

➢ Students do not need to apply if already completed or are currently earning 
college credit for a concurrent course through SCCC

❖ CCM’s cost per credit will likely be higher than SCCC cost per credit
❖ The Chargeback Program: your major can qualify, if it is not offered at SCCC 
❖ A member from SCCC and CCM will be coming to our school for an Instant Decision 

Day in Fall of Senior Year 
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https://my.sussex.edu/ICS/Apply_for_Admission.jnz
https://ccm.elluciancrmrecruit.com/Apply/Account/Create


Preparing for Applying to College
❖ Create a SCOIR & Common App Account- you will do this with your counselor 

during your junior meeting
❖ Conduct a College Search (Collegeboard, Niche) 
❖ Visit each homepage of the specific colleges from your college search

➢ Research academics, tuition costs, activities and campus life
❖ Register for a college tour and other upcoming on-campus events
❖ By early fall you should have prepared the following list with their application 

deadlines:
➢ 1-2 safe schools
➢ 2-3 target schools
➢ 1-2 reach schools
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https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://www.niche.com/colleges/college-quiz/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_id=go_cmp-17621558280_adg-136187363737_ad-644453848292_kwd-30151720_dev-c_ext-_prd-_mca-_sig-CjwKCAiAmp3LBhAkEiwAJM2JUBN-orzbw7uYyPF2fZEePUBQi8VtSe8s06taxiCCPoj9YSQbSZAAthoC6ZEQAvD_BwE&k_cca=collegecrosschannelaudiencesocial&utm_campaign=UG%7CG%7CUS%7CEN%7CREG%7CSearch%7CCollege%7CCollege-Quiz&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17621558280&gbraid=0AAAAAofgfBj0VRSW34WKjJwfwJ2on3684&gclid=CjwKCAiAmp3LBhAkEiwAJM2JUBN-orzbw7uYyPF2fZEePUBQi8VtSe8s06taxiCCPoj9YSQbSZAAthoC6ZEQAvD_BwE
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 
❖ Teacher and Guidance recommendation letters are required for 

some college applications and scholarships 
❖ Plan to ask at least 2 teachers (at least 1 academic) and your 

counselor
➢ Make sure you ask in person first!
➢ Complete and submit the 2026-2027 Senior Profile & Activities Form for counselor and 

teacher recommendation

❖ Provide at least TWO WEEKS notice when requesting letters of 
recommendation

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_Fy4ja--lYwr4DNaenLgV9mTKYFEH_yx1rQU0iwp7fU/edit


APPLICATION DEADLINES
❖ Check the school’s deadline for accepting applications:

➢ Early Action (EA): 
■ Application is due at an earlier date than regular decision (such as October or November) 

➢ Early Decision (ED): 
■ This is a binding contract to one school. If accepted, students must withdraw all other 

applications

➢ Regular Decision:  
■ Application is due at a later date (such as January or February) 

➢ Rolling Admissions: 
■ The Admissions committee will review the application upon receipt
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SAT & ACT TESTS
❖ Register to take the SAT or ACT (check testing dates)
❖ Practice:

➢ Khan Academy
➢ Kaplan Test Prep
➢ ACT Study Guide

❖ Students who receive free or reduced lunch may be eligible for a fee 
waiver → contact school counselor for more information

❖ Some schools are SAT/ACT optional → review college application requirements
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https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat
https://www.kaptest.com/college-prep
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf


National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)

❖ Students should register with the NCAA Clearinghouse if they 
plan to play a sport for a college that is Division I or Division II

❖ Let your school counselor know that you registered
❖ Review the academic requirements for Division I and II schools 

with your school counselor 
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https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


Transcript
❖ The transcript is your high school academic record 

➢ Final grades from each year are used to calculate your GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) and your CLASS 
RANK

➢ 6th semester (end of junior year) GPA and class rank are what colleges will receive when you apply your 
senior year

➢ Your school counselor will send your transcript & letters of recommendation to colleges AFTER you 
have submitted your application 

❖ Senior year grades and coursework are still considered and very important… 
no senioritis! 

❖ Share school requests with your counselor such as: 
➢ Mid-year grades
➢ Alerts that a document is missing
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QUESTIONS?

❖ Contact your school counselor with any questions:
➢ Mrs. Manisa: dmanisa@hopatcongschools.org; 973-770-8864
➢ Ms. Stein: mstein@hopatcongschools.org; 973-770-8863
➢ Mr. Valentine: jvalentine@hopatcongschools.org;  973-770-8865
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mailto:jvalentine@hopatcongschools.org

